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FOR RCO 

REF: TEL AVIV 2895 

1. COMMUNICATIONS ACT - 1934 AS AMENDED DOES NOT PERMIT 
OPERATION/LICENSE OF VHF MOBILE RADIO NETWORKS BY NON-U.S. 
CITIZENS. THIS RESTRICTION INCLUDES ALL ACCREDITED FOREIGN 
EMBASSIES. NO EXCEPTIONS HAVE BEEN MADE. ONLY RADIO OPER 
ATIONS PERMITTED IN US BY NON-US CITIZEN IS OPERATION OF AN 
EMBASSY HF RADIO STATION TO A POINT OUTSIDE US FOR HANDLING 
OFFICIAL DIPLOMATIC TRAFFIC. PERMISSION TO OPERATE SUCH 
FACILITY BASED UPON RECIPROCITY.LIMITED TO WASHINGTON, D.C. 
AND LIMITED TO LOW POWER. THIS AMENDMENT TO COMMUNICATION 
ACT - 1934 DOES NOT INCLUDE MOBILE VOICE RADIO OPERATION. 

2. BASED ON FOREGOING - U.S. CANNOT OFFER ISRAELI 
EMBASSY WASHINGTON RECIPROCAL TREATMENT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 112220 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


3. TO ASSIST WASHINGTON MISSIONS WHICH NEED MOBILE RADIO 

TELEPHONE SERVICE, COMMERICAL SERVICE CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 
LICENSED COMMON CARRIERS. SERVICE IS BASED UPON MONTHLY 
CHARGE AND CAN BE USED THROUGHOUT U.S. AT&T AFFILIATES PRO- 
VIDE THIS SERVICE AS DO OTHER CARRIERS. DIPLOMATIC MISS- 
IONS ARE GIVEN PRIORITY CONSIDERATIONS. 

4. IN 1971, ISRAELI EMBASSY HERE PROVIDED THEIR AMBASSADOR 
WITH THIS SERVICE AND TO OUR KNOWLEDGE HAS BEEN MOST SATI- 
SFACTORY. DEPARTMENT ASSISTED IN PROVIDING THIS SERVICE. 

5. SINCE ISRAELI EMBASSY WASHINGTON ADVISED THEIR GOVER- 
NMENT THAT THEY HAVE NO DESIRE TO OPERATE A VHF OR UHF 
NETWORK IN WASHINGTON AT THIS TIME, THIS MORE OR LESS CON- 
FIRMS ACCEPTABLY COMMERCIAL SERVICE MEET THEIR NEEDS. 

6. DEPT. BELIEVES EMBASSY SHOULD RAISE ISSUE WITH MFA, 

AND ASK THEY SUPPORT EMBASSY REQUEST, EXPLAINING U.S. 
CANNOT OFFER RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGES AND COMMERCIAL SERVICE 
READILY AVAILABLE MEET THEIR NEEDS. ALSO IMPORTANT POINT 
OUT U.S. UNDERTOOK MOTOROLA PROJECT WITH THEIR TACIT 
APPROVAL ON NON-RECIPROCITY BASIS AND AFTER WE HAVE PRO- 
GRESSED TO PRESENT STAGE, IT IS UNFORTUNATE MINISTRY OF 
COMMUNICATIONS RAISES THIS ISSUE. 

7. BELIEVE CONTRACT SIGNING SHOULD BE DELAYED UNTIL 
MATTER RESOLVED. 

8. ADVISE. KISSINGER 
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